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Report on the Workshop

“Effective management of cadmium: A case study”

This by-invitation workshop was organised and hosted by the National Cadmium
Management Committee (NCMC) on 21 November, 2006 as its final public activity.
The NCMC is comprised of experienced representatives from Australian States, the
Australian Government, CSIRO, funding bodies and the rural and fertilizer industries,
supported by a part-time funded National Coordinator hosted by CSIRO Land and
Water. This committee has the responsibility of implementing Australia’s National

Cadmium Minimisation Strategy.

The purpose of the workshop was to:
1. review the success and outcomes of the NCMC;
2. discuss and document the lessons learned from the NCMC approach; and
3. nform senior Australian policy makers of similar contaminant issues and the

existence of a successful model for addressing these.

The Workshop at CSIRO’s Discovery Centre, Black Mountain Laboratories, Canberra
was attended by 29 representatives of state and federal government departments,
the fertilizer and galvanizing industries, Horticulture Australia Limited, and an
internationally respected scientist (Dr Erik Smolders) from the European Union
(Appendix 1).

Five presentations were delivered at the workshop. Dr Michael Warne spoke on the
role that the NCMC played in public and industry education and communication
activities and in coordinating regulatory and research activities in Australia. Prof. Eric
Smolders (Belgium) gave a key-note presentation on the scientific and policy aspects
of the European Union Cadmium Risk Assessment process. Prof. Mike McLaughlin
talked about the national database for cadmium residues in agricultural produce and
the national and state level cadmium budget. Mr Nick Drew gave an industry
perspective of the activities and successes of the NCMC. Finally Mr George Rayment
gave a presentation on the activities of the NCMC to improve cadmium analysis
proficiency and to encourage potential users to use only proficient laboratories for

their analyses.



The presentations set the scene for the final session of the Workshop, which was to
integrate the present with future directions. To do this, the attendees were broken

into two groups to discuss:

(a) Is there an ongoing need for the NCMC?
(b) Is there a need for a similar committee to address other contaminants?

(c) How do we proceed from here?

The groups then reconvened and a spokesperson presented each groups
deliberations. This was followed by a general discussion. A summary of the key

points arising from the open-forum are set out below:

Is there an ongoing need for the NCMC?

It was generally agreed that there was no ongoing need for the NCMC to continue as
it has met all of its objectives. However, a need to maintain the national cadmium
residues database and brochures was expressed. It was suggested that the Fertilizer
Working Group (FWG) could take on this role.

While the objectives of the NCMC had been met it was suggested that there be an
ongoing periodic review of the situation regarding cadmium in agriculture. This would

hopefully ensure that the issue remained under control.

Comment by the NCMC: The NCMC had already decided that the database would be
maintained by the National Coordinator who will deal with requests as they occur on
a cost recovery-basis. However, the National Coordinator will hold discussions with

the FWG to determine if they are willing to be the guardians of the database.

It has been arranged that the NCMC web-site will be maintained by CSIRO until July
1 2011. The best management brochures (BMP) referred to are on the web-site.
After 2011 the site will not be maintained — so the National Coordinator will again

liaise with the FWG regarding the long-term housing of the BMP brochures.



Is there a need for a similarly structured committe e to address other
contaminants?

It was generally agreed that there was a need to assess and manage other
contaminants in Australian agricultural systems perhaps through a similarly
structured committee; however the focus of the committee would need to be
determined. The structure of the NCMC was seen as an excellent and highly
successful model which should be replicated. Education and communication
activities of the NCMC were viewed as highly successful and should be incorporated
into any future strategy to address other contaminants/impurities. It was suggested
that any new committee could be a subgroup of the Fertilizer Working Group or
report to it. The Fertilizer Working Group reports to the Primary Industries Standing
Committee and thus has a national level focus. A strong recommendation should be
sent from the workshop to PISC and other relevant Standing Committees through the
NCMC to seek the establishment of this sub-group and recommending the NCMC as

a model.

It was viewed as important that any new committee should also address the quality of

analytical techniques for any contaminants chosen.

As with the current NCMC, the new committee should ensure the international

perspective is taken into account — permitting benchmarking against the rest of world.

Comment by the NCMC: The interactions between the NCMC and the Australian Soil
and Plant Analysis Council on quality assurance of cadmium analytical
measurements were very successful and similar interactions could address similar

issues for other contaminants.

If yes, to the above question what contaminants nee  d to be focused on?

A number of suggestions were made. These include the need to:
examine contaminants as a whole rather than just those in agricultural land;
examine the application of industrial wastes either directly or as a component of
other products to land; and



develop a priority list of contaminants and to systematically work through this in a

manner similar to the European Union.

Several specific contaminants were also suggested:
Fluoride;
Lead;
Dioxins, furans and other highly persistent organic chemicals; and
Radiological issues including phosphate, by-product gypsum, rare earths, mineral

fertilizers and biological wastes.

Outcomes of the workshop

Members of the now defunct NCMC will pursue the recommendations arising from
the workshop, particularly those that will ensure the work generated by the committee
is not lost; the need for ongoing periodic review of cadmium in agriculture; and the

issue of whether a similar committee is required to address other contaminant issues.

Relevant Additional Material
1. The Workshop Extended Abstract Booklet;
2. The Workshop Presentations; and
3. The Final Report of the NCMC

can be found on the NCMC web-site (http://www.cadmium-management.org.au/).



Appendix 1. Names and contact details of attendees to the NCMC workshop.

Rod Abbott | Australian Fertilizer PO Box 336 Ph 03 5658 1182 rodnmar@dcsi.net.au
Services Association | Kommburra VIC 3950 Fx 03 5658 1183
Glenn Barry | Qld Dept Natural 80 Meiers Road Ph 07 3896 9306 glenn.barry@nrw.gld.gov.au
Resources and Water | Indooroopilly QLD Fx 07 3896 9591
4068
Mike Bell QIld Dept Primary Po Box 460 mike.bell@dpi.qld.gov.au
Industries and Fisheries Kingaroy Qld 4610
Des Clayton| Environment ProtectignPO Box 144 des.clayton@act.gov.au
and Heritage Lyneham ACT 2602
Geoff Dept Primary Industries GPO Box 46 Ph 07 3239 3974 geoff.cowles@dpi.gld.gov.au
Cowles and Fisheries Brisbane QLD 4001 | Fx.07 3211 3293
George Acting Manager 475 Mickleham Road, | Ph 03 9217 George.Downing@dpi.vic.gov.au
Downing Chemical Standard ATTWOOD 3049 4175
Branch, Biosecurity Fx 039217
Victoria, VIC 4331
Department of Primary
Industries
Nick Drew Fertilizer Industry Locked Bag 916 Ph 02 6230 6987 nick.drew@fifaasn.au
Federation of Australia| Canberra ACT 2601 | Fx 02 6248 9860
Peter Flavel | HiFert Pty Ltd 380 St Kilda Rd Ph 1800 884 peter.flavel@hifert.com.au
Melbourne 3000 488
Fx 1800 674
740
Lynda Graf | Food Standards PO Box 7186 lynda.graf@foodstandards.gov.au
Australia New Zealand| Canberra BC
ACT 2610
John Australian Fertilizer 17 Doreen Crescent, | Ph 02 9624 604Q harrison_and_assoc@bigpond.com
Harrison Services Association | Baulkham Hills, 2153 | Fx 02 9674 5595
Mark Environment Protectior) PO Box 144 Ph 02 6207 2151 mark.heckenberg@act.gov.au
Heckenberg | and Heritage Lyneham ACT 2602 | Fx 02 6207 6084
Garry Kuhn | Product Stewardship | PO Box 140 Ph 07 3867 9429 garry.kuhn@incitecpivot.com.au
Manager Morningside, Qld., Fx 07 3867 9448
Incitec Pivot Ltd 4170
Australia
Colin Manager — Product PO Box 345 Ph 08 9411 8629 colin.mckenzie@csbp.com.au
McKenzie Development Kwinana WA 6966 Fx 08 9411 8447
CSBP Limited
Mike Centre for PMB 2, Glen Osmond, | Ph 08 8303 8433 mike.mclaughlin@csiro.au
McLaughlin | Environmental SA 5064. Fx 08 8303 8565| michael.mclaughlin@adelaide.edu.au
Contaminant Research|
CSIRO/Univ. Adelaide
Greg QLD EPA Ph 07 3224 4514 greg.obrien@epa.gld.gov.au
O’Brien
Phillip Tech and PO Box 158 Ph 02 4275 8888 powen@auszinc.com.au
Owen Environmental Port Kembla NSW Fx 02 4275 8889
Manager 2505
Industrial Galvanizers
Michael Industrial Galvanizers mperry@auszinc.com.au
Perry
David Environment Protectior) PO Box 144 david.power@act.gov.au
Power and Heritage Lyneham ACT 2602
George QIld Dept of Natural 80 Meiers Road Ph 07 3896 9487 george.rayment@nrme.qld.gov.au
Rayment Resources Indooropilly QLD 4068 | Fx 07 3896 9623
Paul Rendell| Dept Environment and PO Box A290 Ph 02 9995 5510 paul.rendell@environment.nsw.govi.a
Conservation NSW Sydney NSW 1232 | Fx 02 9995 5924 u




Cameron Environmental & PO Box 345 Ph 08 9411 8234 cameron.schuster@csbp.com.au
Schuster Manufacturing Support| Kwinana WA 6966 Fx 08 9411 8233
Manager
CSBP Limited
Martin Fertilizer Industry Locked Bag 916 martin.shafron@fifa.asn.au
Shafron Federation of Australia| Canberra ACT 2601
Bruce VIC Dept Primary PIRVic Werribee Ph 03 9742 8716 bruce.shelley@dpi.vic.gov.au
Shelley Industries 621 Sneydes Road Fx 03 9742 8700
Werribee VIC 3030
Erik Katholieke Universiteit erik.smolders@agr.kuleuven.ac.be
Smolders Leuven, Belgium
Glenn Food Standards PO Box 7186 Ph 02 6271 2643 glenn.stanley@foodstandards.gov.au
Stanley Australia New Zealand| Canberra BC Fx 02 6271 2278
ACT 2610
Roger Manager, Biological Locked Bag 21 Ph 02 6391 3727 roger.toffolon@dpi.nsw.gov.au
Toffolon and Chemical Risk Orange NSW 2800 Fx 02 6391 3740
Management
NSW Dept Primary
Industries
Michael Centre for PMB 2, Glen Osmond,| Ph 08 8303 8533 michael.warne@csiro.au
Warne Environmental SA 5064. Fx 08 8303 8565
Contaminant Research|
CSIRO
Brad Wells Horticulture Australia Brad.Wells@horticulture.com.au
Limited
Alyssa Food Standards PO Box 7186 alyssa.wilson@foodstandards.gov.g
Wilson Australia New Zealand| Canberra BC
ACT 2610
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